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ttlK^" 19 *) ■■ unau,ho riZ ed writing ordraw . 
US»©# Graffiti, which also serves a« th* ~i , r 
used as a singular mass noun Cgr^frf * commonly 

mde the subwavs — AW, v.^JxT" 1 -- - Was depressing n^^^i. ..!r y 



usage Graffiti, which also serves as the oh, 

used as a singular mass noun Cgraffiri sr<wvo t is commonly 

rode the subways —New Yorkerf^ram'fi^ jessing people who 
K. Oberbeck> This use is we^tawS ^ In J a rious styles 
toblished as the mass-noun usf of £to fu^ZY 8 * 1 T- yct * 

'graft Vgrafft i> [ME «r^, ^ e f r AF „ _ a Us ' 

graph, fr. 'QJSStF& 

graphewn, fr. grapheut to write Z? J" y Ir - 

m 1 a : a grafted plant b ~ S o™ f 1 CARVfi J 

point of insertion of a scion upon a S £™ 1 « | the 

act of grafting b : something^?^ 0 ^?. 3 ,; J he 

tissue used in grafting ; living 

*graft vt (14c) T a : to cause (a scion ^ .. i* 

stock; oto : to unite (plants o^ivS ,? ite with a 

form a graft b : to piopagate fa^ n?P„rt 2 st( **> *> 

2a: to join orunite P as P8yifl£?l^ t "«B« 

(a chemical unit) to a main Si 5 : . to a » a <* 

Vaft [origin unknown] vt (1859) • to B -» mu graft 1c: a scion, 

.Vjjraft ~ : to practice graft ' S (l,Ilcit **»") b st0 <* 

"BrBft" (1865) : the acquisition of t 



graffiti • grand 543 




: 'S?u°X" gata money) in «"*°»« or , 

Wj*wsus-host disease „ a96«"1, ciples 3,1,1 " rac «« of grai 
Mm that results when T«£ iw*',? P°<«>tially fatal bodflv con S 

Srafl VgrSA n fME grea/ gw fr up k } 
.°f<"^sraK - C £»^ ~ more a < 



matij^^^ b : a system of iSSuSaS ° f ^ ectio ^ 

grammar school nfi4c> in gram-mar-Lan W 

KSFa I 0 for co&^g^hool emphasizing Latin 

Gram.my\w m e\^„_ *™ ^ed also gr^ 



«W 4a r *a^ ye , madc frora it 'c "a ?I« rfvi"^° : cocr »neal or a 
ft rf« ito??ffl; ted c surfa « or appearing b* Jh*** : COLOR 
™ of S°LH e 5 •* a unit of {KtehtbLd ° Uter or hair 

J^ofTe^ea^ an avera 8 e of the o? thC - Wcight of a 

^Ci^ weight table 6 a • h e ^S a,ns from thc 

S^f^^Sr"- f ° r coring, dischargin,. 



gram-varf-able \-Kram „ 111 Grzm ' s 

^^^^^^^^h^ed passion frai^el'o?? 

Mom ^ ' ^ ** u^-re, Kra-\ n nl -*-tr%**. rr . 



<-«muise (15c) • fh<» — 

*?Jf«arty eai^ 1 .?,. 1 : » metric unit oE'Sh' 0 J** 
^^rtentoL e 5 t,ono ( gravi, y 2 weight of a 

1?25^!»?W ^ ^ ~ J : = writing 



\ gran(d)-nas\ rt ** ■* \»*«n-iaite\ odV — grand rT^' 

1" } 1 -° RAND "^<» 2/./ fl ra„ d ^ :a0K)usandd ^ 



dotal PP ^al (Okinawa)] (1970) : a weapon that consists of two 
gjjjjood sticks joined at their ends by a short length of rawhide, cord. 



-,tyur, -,tur\ n [It nun- 



*^a*ture\'n3n(t)-s^ f ^ 

Mura, fr. nun^i (1652) 1 : a papal diplomatic mission headed by a 
zZmo 2 : the office or period of office of a nuncio 
*S2o \»nan(t)-se-,d, »nun(t)-\ n, pl -cLos [It, fr. L m 
•^gc] (1528) : a papal legate of the highest rank 
j~3ited to a civil government 
^cle \*na0-kal\ » D>y alter, (fr. misdivision of an uncle)} (ca. 1589) 
dial \ UNCLB 



nuntius messenger, 
permanently ac- 



mflK U.pa.tiye Vnsn-kyu^pa-tiv, ton-; .nan-'kyu-po-X adj [ML nuncu- 
pehna, fr. LL, so-called, fr. L nuncupates, pp. of nuncupare to name, 
Cob. nltim. fr- nomen name + capere to take — more at name, heave] 
£545) : not written : oral <a ~ wiU> 

mnwiery V^on-rt, *n>-ns»-\ n, pi -ner.fes (14c) : a convent of nuns 
mjoc mam Viu-'ak-'manA n [Vietnamese nw&c mam, lit., salted fish 
obcc] (1919): a sauce made of fish (as anchovies) fermented in brine 



1 people 



. wcuuuy, « . "»*^c/c iu marry, pern, aicin lo UK nymphe bride, 
J (15c) 1 : of or relating to marriage or the marriage ceremony 
■ t ■ cjuaactenstic of or occurring in the breeding season <~ flight> 

Nuptial n fr 3 - 1555 > : MARRIAGE, WEDDING — USU. Used in pi 

nujrtlaM'ty X^wp-she-'a-l^te, -chc-\ n, pi -ties (1899) : the 'marriage 

Nur4»stani Viur-o-»sta-ne, ,nyur-\ n Wuristan, Afghanistan] (1951) 1 
: a member of a group of peoples of the Hindu Kush in northeastern 
Afghanistan 2 : the family of languages spoken by the Nuristanis that 
constitutes a distinct branch of Indo- Iranian 
1 nUTS© Ynars\ /! [MEnorice, norce, nurse, fr. AF nurice, fr. LL nutricia, 
fr. L, fem. of nutncius nourishing — more at nutritious] (13c) 1a 
: 1 woman who suckles an infant not her own : wet nurse b : a 
woman who takes care of a young child : dry nurse 2 : one that 
looks after,fosters, or advises 3 : a person who cares for the sick or 
infirm; spectf: a licensed health-care professional who practices inde- 
pa^enUy or is supervised by a physician, surgeon, or dentist and who 
b BUDed in promoting and maintaining health — compare LICENSED 
PRACTICAL NURSE, REGISTERED NURSE 4 a : a worker form of a so- 
cial insect (as an ant or a bee) that cares for the young b : a female 
mammal used to suckle the young of another 
taravfr nursed; nurs-ing [ME nurshen to suckle, nourish, contr of 
moment vt (14c) 1 a : to nourish at the breast ; suckle b : to take 
aocrishment from the breast of 2 : rear, educate 3 a : to pro- 
mote the development or progress of b : to manage with care or econ- 
omy (nursed the business through hard times> (nursed a 1-0 lead> c 
Mo take charge of and watch over 4 a : to care for and wait on (as a 
tic* person) b : to attempt to cure by care and treatment 5 : to hold 
fa one s memory or consideration <~ a grievance) 6 a : to use, han- 
jfle, or operate carefully so as to conserve energy or avoid injury or 
pafa <^ a sprained ankle) b : to use sparingly c : to consume slow- 
a »pns Period <~ a cup of coffee> ~vi 1 a : to feed an off- 
©ring from the breast b : to feed at the breast : suck 2 : to act or 
rave as a nurse — nurs»er n 

WTOHnaid \tors-»mad\ n (1657) : a girl or woman who is regularly 
anployed to look after children 

tWKHmid : wife \-'mid-,wif\ n (1952) : a registered nurse with addi- 
JtoaltahTing as a midwife who delivers infants and provides prenatal 
^postpartum care, newborn care, and some routine care (as gyneco- 
^W^wT-\°„ Women - ™rse-mld.wife.ry V.mid-Vi-fV)re. 

■Shot^fifi 'S?k Vj»«J "^(^A n (1969) : a registered nurse 
JM2!? e i£^ u * h advanccd training to assume some of the du- 
»S k !22/f5 >onsibll i ties forme riy assumed only by a physician 
mSwSL YZ^Zr ™ r T>:\ n i pl . - €r ' les 04c) I obs : attentive care 
taS^i? B 2 J a / acfu . ld sbcdrooni b ; a place where children are 
^^™<*J<>T™toeir parents' absence c: DAY NURSERY 3 a 
SStif fo^rs develops or promotes b : a place in which 
£bS«SE ^? Une ? ° r cducatcd , 4 ; an area where plants are grown 

sTrS^K^' l° T ^ St °? kS for buddin * and or for sale 

^•P^where young animals grow or are cared for 
•^Ery-man Vman\ n (1672) : one whose occupation is the cultiva- 
te ofj plants (as trees and shrubs) esp. for sale 

•Jj^ry myme n (1816) : a short rhyme for children that often tells a 

S^a^^roSS 3 ^ : a s e hool J°r children usu. under five years 
fcibv VrSlHi (1943) : a - w 5 )rkcr who assists ^ncd nurses in a hospi- 
nurS KSS™ 1 ^ "^specialized services (as giving baths) 

«SS^£& v* " B, " 1 P5ft5. a Sr °^ ous <as family 

^Wmostomatidae); esp : a shark (Gmgrymostoma cirratum) of warm 

^8fcj9 n (I860) 1 : the profession of a nurse <schools of ^> 2 : the 
iS^o h^f* ^ * ^fHcult work) ' 

^S a ^!r n , (1896) : ? Privately operated establishment providing 
ffSiS^ 0 " 31 or nu P in 8 for Persons (as the aged or 
j^roiu^Ify i}l)whoaieunable to care for themselves properly 

; »nnrsli« chiW " '' ° nC that fa s 0 " 0 * 40115 ^ cared for 2 

L^^!I^.^^tr m(t ^ r. (ca - 1938 > : affectionate care and at- 
WaoTT^^-c^ » CME nurture, nurture, fr. AF nureture, fr. LL nu- 
^at^mrSIS^i r ; Lnumtw > PP- <>f to suckle, nourish — 

STdS^K^" 1 04C l 1 J TRATNTNO, UPBRINGINO 2 : something 

, SSn7S?S!i : ?°° D . 3 : ^ 511111 of ^ environmental factors inilu 

w ^ h l Vlor ^ and "Pressed by an organism 
•apX^S"''*"^? : nur 't«Mng Vnarch-rii), «n 3 r-cho-\ (15c) 1 : to 

.^of^S^f 4shmCnt *. 2: ^P UCATB 3 : to further the develop- 
Wu^; Po £rER — nur.tur.er X'nar^har^rX n r 

perhloi " ^ W fr - OE Aw/to,- akin to OHG nuz nut and 
^"a1i;i^, nU i 3 ^ ft> 1 « CO ; a nard-sheUed dry fruit or seed 
cat h^!^!* J 1 ?? OT ^ Ulterior kernel (2) : the kernel of a 
• a hJli" ^tndchlscent one-seeded fruit with a woody pericarp 2 a 
bard Problem or undertaking b : core, heart / imperforated 




nuthatch 



nunciature • nux vomica 853 

block usu. of metal that has an internal screw thread and is used on a 
^JLff^Z for ^tenhig or holding something 4 : the ridge to a 
stringed instrument (as a violin) over which the strings pass onXeuo- 
^iS d iL t ?L fingCrb0ard 5 : a small lump (aTof bSSeT 6au 
foolish, acentric, or crazy person b : enthusiast <a movie ~> 7„/ 
h S uT^ -"^P ^ Je^^onalhy 8 slang i a peon's hlad 
?n^il^ : T ? STTS 1 2v ^ of „ mone y that must be earned 

in order tobreak even 11 : bn 1 — ntlt*Uke VMXadf 
Hun nuMed; nut-tlng (1604) : to gather or sedknute 
"ISffiS^^ W nu.tat.edTSi.tat.lng ( 18 80) : to exhibit or 
nu.ba.tion XnQ-Ha-shan, nvOA n [L nutation', nutatio, fr. nutans to nod. 
ESh more at numbnI (1612) 1 archaic : the act of nodding £e 
head 2 : oscillatory movement of the axis of a rotating bodyfas the 
earth) : wobblb 3 : a spontaneous usu. spiral movement of a growiiw 
plant part — nu-ta-tion-al Vshnal, -sho-n*T\ adj growing 

n,^ 1 ^ &f^S«te> ^ (1 1f > : of *** ° r a brown nut 
nut-case \-,kas\ n (1959) : nut 6a 

215 nSi C v k,€ In X " ,1 ??i? A n ( ^ 1548) : M implement for cracking nuts 
<h!ced "n"oato n : a gall that resembles a nut; esp : such agall pro- 

l 2lf#8!?SJ! i 1775 ? ; a Pexennhd sedge (Cfcpemr rofu/uiu,) of wide distri- 
bution that has slender rootstocks bearing small edible tubers i 

r^fe^\^ : * relatedsedge (C esculentus) 

nut.hatch XSwt-JiachN n fME notehache, fr. 
note nut + -hache; akin to OB Xohacdan to 
hack — more at hack] (14c) : any of various 
small tree-climbing chiefly, insectivorous 
birds (family Sirtidae and esp. genus Sitta) 
that, have a compact body, a narrow bill, a 
short tail, and sometimes a black cap 

nut*house Vnot^haus\ n (1900) slang : a 
mental hospital 

nuMet Vn»t-fct\ n (1856) 1 a : a small nut 
D : a small fruit similar to a nut 2 : the stone 
of a drupelet 

nut-meg X'nat-.meg, -.mag\ n [MB notemigge, 
notemuge, ultim. fr. Old Occitan noz mus- 
cada, fr. noz nut (fr. L nuc-, nux) + muscada, 
fem. of muscat musky — more at muscat] 
(15c) 1 : an aromatic seed produced by an 
evergreen tree (fifyristlcajragrans of the family Myristicaceae, the nut- 
meg family) native to the Moluccas; also : the groundleed used as a 
s Pj ce 1 — • compare mace 2 2 : a tree yielding nutmeg 

n HtS^ £ n lh pac > 1 (1862) : a sharp-pointed implement for ex- 
tracting the kernels from nuts 

nu.tra-ceu.tl.cal also nu.tri-ceu.ti-cal Nmu-tro-^-ti-kalX n {nutritive 
+yhsurmaceuncan (1990) : a foodstuff (as a fortified food or dietaJ? 
supplement) that provides health benefits in addition to its basic nutri- 
tional value UUUI 
nu-trfa Vnfl-tr&4 v *nyu-\ n [AmerSp, fr. Sp, otter, modif. of L hitra- 
prob. akin to OE otor otter] (1820) 1 : the durable usxl light brownfur 
of a nutria 2 : a large So. American semiaquatic rodent Wyocastor 
coypus) with webbed hind feet and a round nearly hairless tail thatl has 
1 been mtroduced into parts of Europe, Asia, and No. America 
nu-tri-ent \»nu-tre-«nt, , nya-\ adj CL nutrient-, nutriens, prp. of nutrire to 
,"^1 — moreat nourbhI (1650) : furnishing nourishment 
^nutrient n (ca. 1828) : a nutritive substance or ingredient 

TlS^^S?:^^ >?° A n fr * L Omentum, fr. nutrire} 
(15c) . something that nourishes or promotes growth, provides enersv 
repairs body tissues, and maintains life p energy, 

n ^ , " t, i t, ? n ^"^t^ 3 ^ nyu-N /i [ME nutricioun, fr. LL nutrition-, nutri- 
*<>, ^ a^c) 1 : the act or process of nourism^g or S 

nourished; jrpectf : the sum of the processes by which^nkmmal^r 

Slant takes in and utilizes food substances 2 : nourishment 1 — nu- 
1-tlon.a! VHrish-nal, -tri^h>-n 9 r\ adj — nu-tri-tlon-alfrTSv 
tritSn \-^ ri " s h(»-)nist\ n (1926) : a specialist mtiie study of nu- 

"f^'HE"^ ^ nu - ,t 5^»» ny«A <># DL nutricius, fr. nuiric-, mdrt* nurse, 

nn J 2^J?£ OU ? h ~ NOUMS H] (1665) : NOURISHINO - 

nu^yfous-ly adv — nu.tri.tlous*ness n 

nu.trt.th/e \«nfl-tr»-tiv, »nyaA ad/ (14c) 1 : of or relating to nutrition 
2 : nourkhino — nii-rri-tive-fyW ^ uon 

nutritive ratio n (1897) : the ratio of digestible protein to other nutri- 
ents in a foodstuff or ration 

n ^ XtD3tsX ^ ( !7^2 v 1 A ENTHUSIASTIC, KEEN <~ for animals and 
f^^ _Rick , R ^? y> ; ? : crazy <said that it was a novel 

and all the people who said otherwise were ~ — Flannery O'Connor* 

Tt ^!Ll^ na f 67) V VOTUna parts orde^nls ?1 Se 
practical workings of a machine or enterprise as opposed to theoretical 

nSSSS' specu^vepossibilities - nuSS^fte^ 

nut-sedqe \h»t ri sej\ n (ca. 1909) : nut grass 

nut-shen Viwt-^hel\ n (13c) 1 : the hard external covering in which 
the kernel of a nut is enclosed 2 : something of small sizeTamountor 
scope — In a nutshell : in a very brief statement^ «ummi, or 

nut.fcr Vn>ter\ n (1958) slang Brit : nut 6a 

^'h^Tfn^ f^S 15 ? 1 : OT Producing nuts 

2 . having a flavor like that of nuts 3 : ECCENTRIC, silly; also? men- 
taHy ujaba^ced-- nut-tl-ly \-to-le\ adv — nut-tj-ness n 

N AKS? f t£ u P n Nuu Chah Nulth Vifl-'cha^uA n, ^/ Nuu- 
^^ t J ! ?! f5?JSjJ U Chan Nufth EN°otka mica-rfuA lit, all aToni 
the mountains] (1979) : nootka ^ 
Y 0r ? 4 *^ Vnaks- , vrai4»\ n, pl nux vomica tNL, lit, emetic nut] 
1 / ^Poisonous disk-shaped seed of a tree (JStrychnos nux* 
vomica of the family Loganiaceae) of southern Asia that contains sev- 
eral alkaloids and esp. strychnine and brucine; also : the tree yielding 
nux vomica 2 : a drug containing nux vomica yawing 

\a\abnt \°\ kftten, F table \ar\ further \a\ash \a\ ace \fi\ mop, max 
\au\om \ch\chin \e\bet \g\easy \g\go \f\hit \J\fce \f\Job 
\n\siiig \o\ go \6\law \6i\boy \th\thin \lh\fiic \tt\loot \u\foot 
\y\yet \zh\ vision, beige \t B ,oe,w, A see Guide to Pronunciation 



1386 vedalla • vellelty 



ve*da • I la •\v1-'diU-p\ n [NL, genus name] (1889) : an Australian ladv- 
'tni&iftodoBa carainalis) introduced to many countries to control scale 
'Insects'— called als o vedaha beetle - 

Ve.dan.ta \vft-Man-to, va-, -Man-\ n [Set Vedtirtta, lit, end of die Veda,, 
fr. Veda + ansa end; akin to OB aide end] (1788) :an orthodox system ' 
of Hindu philosophy developing esp. in a qualified monism the specu- 
lations of the Upanishads on ultimate reality and the liberation of the 
soul. — Ve*daivtlsm Vdan^ti-zam, -UanA *' — Ve*dan«ttet V*daa- 
tisLJdan-\« ■ • 

\fe-dan.tic \-<dan-tik, -ManA aaj (1882) 1 v of -or relating to the 
Vedanta philosophy 2:vedic... 

Ved-da or VedKiah \«ye-da\ n ^Sinhalese vedda hunter] (1681) : a mcra- 
m ber of an aboriginal peopleof Sri Lanka 

Ved-dold \*ve>d6id\n (19283 : a member of a race of southern Asia trar 
ditkmalty classified by such physical features as wavy, to curly hair, 
chocolate-brown skin color, and slender body build — Veddold aay : 

ve*dett© or vl-dette WdetYn [F,.fr..It vedette alter, of velem prob- 
fr. $p vela watch, fr. velar to keep watch, fr. L vigSare to wake, watch, 
fr. vigil awake. — more at vkjuj (ca. 1611) : a mounted sentinel sta- 
tioned m advance of pickets 

V^dlc \*va-dik\tf<6* (1848) : of or relating tp thcVedas, the language in 
which they are written, or Hindu.history and culture between pOO B.C. 
and 500 B.C 

vee \Vc\ n (ca. 1883) 1 : something shaped like the letter V 2 : the 
letterv .... * ' 

Vee»Jay Vy*SJ£\ « Iridebyockey] (ca.,1981) : an announcer of a pro- 
gram (as on television) that features music videos 

veena wto/vina , 

Veep Vvep\ n [fr. v. p. (abbr. for vice, president)] (1949) : vice PREsi- 

t DENT 

1 veer.\'vir\ vt tME wren, of LG or D origin; akin to MD vieren to slack- 

en, MLO vcren] (15c) : to let out (as a rope) 
"veer.v&XMB veren, fr. MF virer, fr. Op, to throw with a twisting motion, 
fr. VL *virdre, alter, of L vibrare to wave, propel suddenly — more at 
vtbhaib] vi (15c) 1 : to change direction or course <the economy 
—erf sharply downward> 2 of the wind : to shift in a clockwise direc- 
tion — compare Back 3 : to wear ship ~vt: to direct to a different 
course; specif, t wear 7 syji see swerve — veer-lng-ly Vin-le\ adv 
veer n {ca. 1<611) : a change in course or direction <a ~ to the right) 
vee-ry Vvir-c\ n, pi veerfes (prob. knit] (1838) : an American thrush 
(Catharusfuscescens) common In the eastern VS. 
veg YVe]\ n, pf Veg (1918) c^ia-fr Art : vegetable 
Ve~ga \Ve-gVva-\ n tNL, fr^Ar {al-NasrYal-WdoT,^ the falling (vul- 
, tare)] (ca. 1638) : the brightest star in the constellation Lyra - 
veg-art W«-gwi also *v§- also •ve-jau or -, jan\ n [by contr. fr. negeftiHan) 
(1944) : a strict vegetarian who consumes no animal food or dairy 
products; also l one who abstains from using animal products (as Ieath- 
er) — vegan aay — veg-andsfn \^fc^ri*^.w3rg3-, *ve-fc-\ n 
veg«e*ta»Dle VSej-ta-baL •ve-ja-\ a# [MB, fr. ML vegetabiHs vegetative, 
fr. vegetare to grow, .fr. L, to animate, fr. vegetus lively, fr. vegere to en- 
liven — more at WAKE] (15c) 1 a : of , relating to, constituting, or 
growing like plants. . b : consisting of plants : veobtational 2 
: made from, obtained from, or containing plants or plant products 
soup> <~ fat> 3 : resembling or suggesting a plant (as in inertness or 
passivity) , 
^veaetable./j (15c) 1 : plant lb 2:4 usu, herbaceous plant (as the 
cabbage, bean, or potato) grown for an edible part that is usu. eaten as 
part of a meal; also : such an edible part 3 : a person whose mental 
and physical functioning is severely impaired and esp.' one who re- 
quires supportive measures (as mechanical ventilation) to survive 
vegetable Ivory n (1842) 1 : the hard white opaque endosperm of the 
ivory nut that takes a high polish and is used as a substitute for ivory 
2 : IVORY NUT. 

vegetable marrow n (ca. 1816) cnleffy Brit : any of various smooth* 
skinned elongated summer squashes with creamy-white to deep green 
skins 

vegetable oil n .(1765) : ; an oil of plant origin; esp : a fatty oil from 
seeds or fruits, . 

vegetable oyater n (ca. 1818) : salsify 
vegetable pear n (1887) : chaYotb 

vegetable Wax n (1815) : a wax of plant origin secreted commonly in 
mm flakes by the walls of epidermal cells 

ve^^^Jvei^a-ble, •ve-ja-X adv or day (1651) : in the manner of or 

vegetal Vve-j>t*l\ aay [ML vegetare to grow] (15c) 1 : vegetable 
Z : vegetative 3 : of or relating to the vegetal pole of an egg or to 
that part of an egg from which the endoderm normally develops <~ 
blastomeres) 

vegetal pole n (1896) : the point on the surface of an egg that is dia- 
metrically opposite to the animal pole and usu. marks thecenter of the 
protoplasm containing more yolk — see biastula illustration 
Weg^taN-an N.ve^ter-e^nX n ^vegetable + -arion] (1839) 1 : one 
«who believes in or practices vegetarianism 2 : HBRBTVOBE ' 
Vegetarian day (1849) 1 of or relating to vegetarians 2 :. consisting 
v^hptty of vegetables, fru|tSy grains, nuts, and sometimes eggs or dairy 
products <fa~diety " . • 

veg^tar?tan.|srn V*^nl^am\ « (ca. 1851) v : the meory or practice 
ofliving on a vegetarian djet 

vegns-tete \^*/&t\ vb -tat-ed; -taMnfi [ML vegetatui, pp: of peg- 
etare to grow] vi (1605) _1 a : to grow in the manner of a plant; also 
: to grow exuberantly or with proliferation of fleshy or warty out- 
growths , O.:. to* produce vegetation 2 : to lead a passive existence 
without exertion of body or mind /w n : to establish vegetatto^ In or 

veg-e.ta.tlon \,vH>-Ha-shan\ n (15o4) 1 : the act or process of vege- 
tating 2 ;.. inert existence 3 : plant life or total plant cover (as of an 
area) 4 : an abnormal growth upon a body part <ffljrin ^ on, the mi- 
tral varve> — veg*e*ta*tion-ai \««hnal, -fiha-n*T\ aay 

veg>e^ta«ttve Vve^a-gWrA aay (14c) 1 a a) : growing or naving the 
power of growing - 0) : of, relating to, or engaged in nutritive and 
growth functions, as contrasted with reproductive functions Va/vnp>* 
cl ftrs) t> : promoting plant growth <the ^ properties of soil) c : of, 
relating to, cr mvorvtng jpropagatinn by nonsexual processes or rneth- 
ods 2 : relating to, csornposed of, or suggesting vegetation 3 : of or 



relating to the division of nature comprising the plant kinaW - 
: autonomic 1 b : characterized by, resulting from, orbSno = J 1 • 
of severe mental impairment in which only in voluntary bodffJ 
tions are sustained 5 : veobtablE 3 — veg*e-tfhth/e% arfT 7 ^ 
e*ta*ttve~ness n ' OOT — veg. 

ve-gete \va-«i€t\ aay tL vegetus — more at vbobtabie] (l€i9\ ^1 . 
: lively, healthy ' <*chaic 

veg*gle also veg>le n [by shortening & alter.] (1955) 1 . 
btablb 2 slang : vegetarian * vb °- 

veggle burger « (1972) : a patty chiefly of vegetable-derived ^ 
used as a meat substitute; also : a sandwich containing such arSSr™ 

veg out VveJA vi [veoged out: veg^lng outSJortfe t 
(1980) : to spend time idly or passively «SetafcJ 

ve-he-mence \Veo-m3n(t)s\ n (15c) : the quality or state of beta* « 
hement : intensity ^^ug > 




«sm> b (1) : deeply fdt"<a^"suspicion> &\ fo\^^^^ 
denunciations) c : bitterly antagonistic <a ~ debate>~v»j£' 
ment*ty adv ■ / - 

ve«hkle also •ve- l hM»I\ n [F venicule, fr. L Vehleahan *^ 

riage, conveyance, fr, vehere to carry — more at way] flfifiTlfl 
inert medium (as a syrup) in which a medicinally active agent is JL£? 
istered b : any of various media acting usu. as solvents, r ™^ 
binders for active ingredients or pigments 2 : an agent of tr 
: carrier 3 : a medium through which something is « 
a^eved^ or displayed <an tavestment esp : a work created esn. to 
display the talents of a particular performer 4 : a means of Canvin. 
or transporting something (planes, trains, and other <-^r>: as a ' *S 
tor vehicle b : a piece of mechanized equipment 
ve*hlc ; u-lar Xve-'hi-kyo^A aay (1616) 1 a : of, relating to, ot de- 
signed for vehicles and esp. motor vehicles b : transported by vehide 
C : caused by or resulting from the operation of a vehicle <~KomL 
dde> 2 : serving as a vehicle w " 
y-8 \ , ve- I at\ n (1930) : an Internal combustion engine having two banki 
of four cylinders each with the banks at an angle to each other alio 
: an automobile having such an engine 

veil VvfilN « [MR fr. AF vdL veiUe, fr . L vela, pL of velum sail, awnW 
curtain] (13c) 1 a : a length of cloth worn by women as a coverhrgfor 
the head and shoulders and often esp. in Eastern countries for thencee 
specif • the outer covering of a nun's headdress b : a length of vdSna 
or netting worn over the head or face or attached for protection or or- 
nament to a hat or headdress <a bridal ~> c : any of various liturgi- 
cal cloths; esp : a cloth used to cover the chalice 2 ; the life of a nun 
— often used in the phrase take the veil 3 : a concealing curtain or 
cover of cloth 4 : something that resembles a vefl<a ~ of stars): em 
: sometinng that hides or obscures like a veil <lift the ^ of secrecy) 5 
: a covering body part or membrane: as a : velum b : CAUL 
''veil vt (14c) : to cover, provide, obscure, or conceal with or as if with a 
veil ~ vi : to put on or wear a veil 

veiled \VaId\ aay (14c) 1 a : having or wearing a vefl or a concealing 
cover <a hat> b : characterized by a softening tonal distortion 2 
: obscured as if by a veil : disguised <~ threats) 

vejMng\«va-lirj\«(13c) 1 : any of various light sheer fabrics 2 : veil 

Weln\^\«0^veme > fr.AP,fr.Li«na](14c) 1 a : a narrow water 
channel in rock or earth or in ice b (1) : lode 2 (2) : a bed of useful 
mineral matter C : LODB 3 2 : blood vessel; esp z any of the tubu- 
lar branching vessels that carry blood from the capillaries toward the 
heart 3 a : any of the vascular bundles forming the framework of a 
leaf b : any of the thickened cuticular ribs that serve to stiffen the 
wings of an insect 4 : something suggesting veins (as in reticulation); 
specjf ' a wavy variegation (as in marble) 5 a : a distinctive mode of 
expression : style <stories In a romantic ^) b : a distinctive element 
or quality : strain introduced a welcome ~ of humor) C : a line of 
thought or action < renewed discussion along the same ~> 6 a : a spe- 
cial aptitude ^inherited an artistic ~> b : a usu. transitory and casu- 
ally attained mood C : top form <thou troublest me; I am not in the ^> 
9 —Shak.) — veln«al \Va-n°I\ aay 

vein vt (1502) : to pattern with or as if with veins 

veined XVandN aaj (ca. 1529) : patterned with or as if with veins : hav- 
ing venation : streaked <a ~ leaf) <~ marble) <^ cheese) 

veln-er \»vS-nar\ n (1895) : a small V gouge used in wood carving 

ve n. no \»va-nln\ n (1826) : a pattern of veins : venation 

veln*lef Vv5n-bt\ n (1831) : a small vein 

veiny \Va-ne\ tidy (1611) : full of veins : noticeably veined <~ hands) 
vel abbr velocity 

ve«la-men \va-Ta-mon\ n, pi ve- lam-l-na V1a-ma-no\ CNL, fr. U cover- 
ing, fr. velart to cover, fr. vebtm curtain] (1882) : the thick corky epi- 
dermis of aerial roots of an epiphytic orchid that absorbs water from 

ve-lar We-lar\ adj [NL velaris, fr. velum] (1876) 1 : formed with the 
back of the tongue touching or near the soft palate <the ~ \k\ of Vkul\ 
cooTy 2 : of, forming, or relating to a velum and esp. the soft palate — 
velar ii 

ve*lar*ft-um Xvl-ler-e-omN n, pi 4a \-6-o\ tL, fr. velum curtain] (18*0 

: an awning over an ancient Roman theater or amphitheater •' 
ve-lar-l«ra.tion \,ve-b-ra- l za-shan\ n (1915) 1 : the quality or state'ef 

being velarrzed 2 : an act or instance of velarizmg ' • ", 

ve-iar-lze \»ve4a- i iiz\ vt -bed; -tz-lng (1915) : to modify (as the \J\of 

VpuIXpoo/) by a simultaneous velar articulation 
Vel-cro VveHOkroX trademark — used for a closure consisting of a 

piece of fabric of small hooks that sticks to a corresponding fabric of 



veld or veldt Welt, *felt\n [Afrik veld, fr. D, field; akin to OBjMJflgg 
(1835) : a grassland esp. of southern Africa usu. with scattered shrubs 
or trees ■ • 

ve*!l*fjef VveWa-jar, Ve-\ n [NL, fr. velum + -ger bearing, fr. gcrercfo 
bearj (1877) : a larval moDusk (n the stage when it has developed tee 
velum - . T •*• 

vel-le-l-ty \ve-1e^a-te, va-\ n, pi -ties [NL veOeitas, fr. L veSe to wish, 
will — more at wtuJ (1618) 1 : the lowest degree of volition 2 - * 
alight wish or tendency : inclination 
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